
Title: The Sower, the Seed, and the Soils (Part 3) 

Passage: Mark 4:1-20  

 

Context of Passage: 

Jesus ministry - transition after 2 years of public ministry 

 begins to teach through parables 

 Previously had clearly taught the truth that He was the Messiah (Anointed One).   

o Yet the crowds continued to persistently refused to respond in repentance despite many 

opportunities. 

 Thereafter, Jesus taught in parables to conceal the truth. 

Parables 

 used as form of judgment for those who hear them.  They hear but do not perceive/understand due to 

their hardened hearts. 

Today, you may face a similar problem of unreceptive listeners when seeking to fulfill the Great Commission  

Matthew 28:19 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, 

 as you seek to spread the Good News of Jesus, people’s response is not dependent upon your efforts but 

due to listener’s heart conditions. 

PARABLE OF FOUR SOILS 

 Warning: Failure to understand this parable leads to wrong evangelism and creating false converts by 

using illegitimate means to convert. 

 Focus of parable are the four soils (not the sower or the seed) 

o Over-emphasis on nature and quality of sower leads to false messages / conversions. 

o Overemphasis of seed where water down the truth and make it more “palatable” to listeners 

 We must present the Gospel as it is.  It is the most sensible Truth there is. 

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

 

I. Path = The Hardened Heart 
Mark 4:15 

And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and 

takes away the word that is sown in them. 

 What makes a heart hard?  Sin 

Romans 3:23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

Matthew 15:18-19 



But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person. For out of the heart come 

evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 

 

II. Rocky Soil = The Shallow Heart 
Mark 4:16-17 

And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it 

with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution 

arises on account of the word, immediately they fall away. 

 A truncated message of the Gospel feeds false converts  

 If only hear God loves you but not hear or understand the reality of sin and judgment, it is not the full 

Gospel. 

o The truth of sin is not to shame but to turn in repentance towards the cross, which reflects God’s 

mercy and grace. 

 Conversion is not only about an emotional response but through weeping/mourning of our sin, turning to 

Jesus for salvation 

Matthew 15:8 

‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 

 

III. Thorny Soil = Divided Heart 
Mark 4:18-19 

And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and 

the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

 

Weeds grow faster than the healthy plants 

 weeds come to choke  

Divided Heart 

 a heart that is divided by issues that are irreconcilable and show true allegiances of the heart 

 Love for the world is incompatible with love for God.  Love for the world will choke out your loyalty 

for God. 

Matthew 6:19-21 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Matthew 6:24 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

1 Timothy 6:10 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

1 John 2:15-17 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 

For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the 

Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of 

God abides forever. 

 

IV. Good Soil = Open Heart 



Mark 4:20 

But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold 

and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 

 

Key distinction: Bear fruit 

 Other seeds showed some measure of response/life (before being scorched or choked) 

 But this alone bear fruit of the Spirit. 

John 15:5-6 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 

from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and 

the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 

 

Who prepares one’s heart to be good soil? 

 God.  One prepares and plows the soil to be good 

 Contrast: Natural state: hard, rocky, or thorny soils 

Deuteronomy 30:6 

And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live. 

Ezekiel 11:19 

And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from 

their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 

Psalms 51:10 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 Only God can give a good heart. 

How do you know if you truly have a good heart? 

 Answer: do you bear fruit / evidence of sincere faith? 

What is the Fruit of the Spirit? 

Galatians 5:22-25 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law.And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 

 these come from within 

What reflects inward transformation? 

 Sincere repentance of sin 

1 John 1:8-9 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

1 John 2:4-6 



Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but 

whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know that we are in 

him: whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 Continual love for God and want to sincerely walk according to His ways (not live in habitual sin) 

o Not merely external manufacture of good behavior.   

o But one who is sincerely of transformed character 

Who are you when no one sees you? 

2 Corinthians 13:5 

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about 

yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 

1 John 2:6 

whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked. 

 do you have a continual yearning for Christ? 

o If so, praise God for His work in you. 

o If not, plead for God’s mercy. 

James 2:19 

You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 

 mere acknowledgement or knowledge of facts and information is not enough. 

 You can know about God but not know Him in relationship as His child. 

Application 
If flirting with sin, God wants you to come back to Him. 

Hebrews 4:16 

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 

in time of need. 

 

If not a believer, find true life through Jesus Christ. 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. 

Romans 10:9-10 

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved. 

 


